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Register for FREE via
CineFAM.ca

On the day of the
event, log in to
CaribbeanTales-TV.com,
a few minutes before
start-time and access
the event live!

Remember to comment
and participate in the
chatbox.

SCHEDULE
August 31st
CineFAM Media Launch

September 15th
ShopTalk – Cinematography

September 22nd
ShopTalk – Innovation/Setting
New Standards

September 29th
ShopTalk – Asian Representation

October 6th
ShopTalk – Writing,
Storytelling

October 13th
Shoptalk – Love Through
Our Lens

October 23rd
Opening Night & Mixer

October 24th
Award Ceremony

October 24th-30th
Films On-Demand

THE BEAUTY OF FILM

OPENING NIGHT
HOSTED BY: TENIKA DAVIS

OCTOBER 23RD
CINEFAM OPENING NIGHT 2021

OCTOBER 23RD

OPENING NIGHT
HOSTED BY: TENIKA DAVIS

WASH
DAY
-Kourtney Jackson (Canada, 9m 52s)

The act of washing one’s hair and body serves as the touchstone for Wash
Day--an intimate exploration into how private, domestic acts such as
washing your hair, or putting on makeup become a significant reacquaintance with the body, before and after navigating the politics of
one’s outwardly appearance. As they get ready for the day, three young
Black women discuss the public perception of their Blackness in its
relation to their personal journeys in cultivating a strong sense of self.

ONLY
LIGHT
WILL
TOUCH
US
-Alicia K. Harris (Canada, 2m 35s)

In the safety of his bedroom sanctuary, a divine light
liberates a man's inner joy. “In bedrooms only Light will
touch Us” is a celebration of a Black man’s freedom.

SUBJECTS
OF
DESIRE
-Jennifer Holness (Canada, 1hr 43m)

Subjects of Desire is a thought-provoking feature
documentary that examines the cultural shift in beauty
standards towards embracing Black aesthetics and features.
The film deconstructs what we understand about race and the
power behind beauty.

AWARD
CEREMONY

UNDERSTAND HISTORY, INNOVATE FUTURE

24TH OCTOBER

REGISTER AT CINEFAM.CA FOR YOUR FREE ALL ACCESS FESTIVAL PASS

24TH OCTOBER AWARD CEREMONY

UNDERSTAND HISTORY, INNOVATE FUTURE

NO
JUSTICE
NO
PEACE
-KhaRa Azania Martin (Canada, 1m 23s)

No Justice No Peace is a short film about police brutality within the
Black community and how over 40 years later we as a community are
still facing the same problems. It takes the underbelly of the 1978
Buddy Evans protest and puts it with the faces of Black youth of
today. This film reflects on how the pain of our ancestors still
affects us. Nothing has changed.

WHAT
I
MEANT
TO
SAY
-Oshini Wanigasekera (Canada, 13m 13s)

A young woman is disowned from her family and struggles to create
her own identity. This film explores cultural divides and the
uncertain path of healing by using dance as the true voice of the
heart.

STATELESS
-Michèle Stephenson (Canada, 95m)

In 1937, tens of thousands of Haitians and Dominicans of Haitian
descent were exterminated by the Dominican army, on the basis of
anti-black racism. Fast-forward to 2013, the Dominican Republic’s
Supreme Court stripped the citizenship of anyone with Haitian
parents, retroactive to 1929, rendering more than 200,000 people
stateless. Director Michèle Stephenson’s new documentary follows
the grassroots campaign of a young attorney named Rosa Iris, as she
challenges electoral corruption and fights to protect the right to
citizenship for all people.

UNTIL

ZAHARA
THE
RETURN
-Katarzyna Kochany (Canada, 8m 3s)

The story explores the history of slavery and racism, and the
tensions between a white supernatural world and a supernatural
world of colour as an ancient black Druid rekindles her forbidden
love with the son of her former master.

DISTANCE
-Sadaf Khajeh (Canada, 8m 57s)

“Distance” is a short film that follows the daily routines of two
Iranian women, Dorsa and Sadaf, in a long-distance friendship.
Shot during the pandemic “Distance” captures what it feels
like to have an attachment to someone whose presence takes
place in another space as well as a different time.

RIPEN
-Christopher Vo, Zipporah Yohannes Canada,
13m 13s

“RIPEN” is a short dramatic film about Jason, a Vietnamese
Canadian who finds out he has to work an extra shift on the night
of his young daughter's birthday, inevitably forcing him to bring
Anh to work. Upset with her father’s recurring false promises, Anh
decides to teach him a lesson.

‘TIL
THE
ORCHID
BLOOMS
-Sophie Song (Canada, 21m)

Fenglan, a mother of two young adults spends a day at the beach
with her harmonious family. Running on the golden sand, playing in
the water and collecting seashells, the beautiful day ends in a
picture perfect moment. Little does she know that the kind wishes
they send each other manifest in a completely different manner
shortly thereafter.

SING
ME
A
LULLABY
-Tiffany Hsiung (Canada, 29m)

Captured over 14 years and across two continents ‘Sing Me a
Lullaby’ unravels the complex tensions between love and sacrifice.
Told through the intertwined journeys of daughters and their
mothers, this is a story about recovering familial history, healing
inherited pain, and understanding that love comes in many forms.

THE
KALL
-Barbara Mamabolo (Canada, 10m 36s)

An anxious young woman searches for answers when the dead
come knocking on her door.

GREY
AREA
-Keesha Chung (Canada, 15m 38s)

Grey Area follows Dre Nassir (Golden), an aspiring Toronto
model, as she navigates the harsh reality of her professional
life and is later forced to see her toxic ex of six years Amari
Jones (Neké Andeh), for the first time since their breakup.

FATE
AND
CHOCOLATE
CAKE
-Prabhjot Nijjar (Canada, 5m 8s)

A wisecracking young Pakistani woman helps her single mother
get ready for her first date since a nasty divorce. Lana uses
jokes about sex & dessert to distract Maryam from finding
love in today’s dating world and simply get her through the
door to her mysterious bumbling beau.

DELAYED
ECHOES
-Sharrae Lyon (Canada, 10m)

Messiah Campbell is a young man living on the autism spectrum.
Grieving the loss of his mother, he must overcome his internal
barriers to live a life of his dreams amongst horses.

UNTYING
THE
KNOT
-Zana Shammi (Canada, 76m)

Untying the Knot tells the powerful story of Rumana Monzur, a BangladeshiCanadian woman who was viciously assaulted by her husband in Bangladesh,
leaving her totally blind. Interwoven with Rumana’s story are the unfolding
journeys of three women in Dhaka, Bangladesh’s capital city, whose
relationships mirror Rumana’s own abusive marriage. Tradition, family pressure
and social stigma all play a role in controlling women’s lives in a patriarchal
society. Untying the Knot has remarkable access to the subjects’ lives, the film
is an intimate portrait of how women are surviving, and fighting to change, the
social codes that bind them.

THE
CURSE
OF
WILLOW
SONG
-Karen Lam (Canada, 1hr 30m)

Willow Song, a recovering addict, is released on probation after serving
her prison term for arson. She is struggling to get employment as a
welder. Facing systemic racism and socioeconomic displacement,
Willow's new life on the outside is stymied by obstacles and pitfalls.
Willow can't escape the nightmares, as her own shadow self comes to
life.

ARTIFICAL
IMMORTATILTY
-Ann Shin (Canada, 74m)

This cinematic documentary explores the latest technological
advancements in AI, robotics and biotech, and poses the question: what
is the essence of the human mind, and can this be replicated? Or even
more unsettling, could we one day meet cloned versions of ourselves –
clones which are better, smarter, and immortal? Until this decade, that
question was the stuff of science fiction, but now experts in the fields
of artificial intelligence and robotics suggest it will be science fact.

FIRST
CALL
-Angela Onuora (Canada, 1hr 1m 39s)

After the death of his brother, RICHARD OREKE decides that it is
a sign for him to take up the mantle of leadership and reunite
his ‘scattered’ family. He sends out a video message to his four
children. His plea is simple. Bring your list of offenses and be
ready to address them. Nothing will be off-limits.

FAREWELL
REGENT PARK
-Christene Browne (Canada, 90m)

Farewell Regent is a 90-minute documentary that captures the
Regent Park community of downtown Toronto (the place where social
housing began in Canada) in the midst of the largest housing
redevelopment project in North America. With this transition it will
go from a site of 100% social housing to a mixed income community
where condos units will outnumber the social housing units 4 to 1.
The documentary profiles past and current tenants, city officials,
developers and housing advocates to get an inside view of the
complex issues, emotions and drama that are involved in such a
massive redevelopment.

QUEER COOLIE-TUDES

-Q uMe ei rcCho oel ilel- et u dMe s oi shaac br e ea tei v er q(uCe ear ne tah ndo gar a, p 1h i chdro c2u m6emn t a)r y w h i c h

utilizes experimental aesthetics that mirrors Caribbean philosopher Edouard
Glissant's concept of opacity, to reclaims the slur of Coolie and compellingly
visualizes the inter-generational lives, histories, identities, familial relations
and sexualities of a diverse range of subjects (artists, academics, and
activists) from the Queer Indo-Caribbean and Black diasporas in Canada. Queer
Coolie-tudes is a powerful collection of testimonies which embraces the
complexities of Creole (mixed-race) identities, gender/genderqueer identity,
age, and mobility are portrayed in nuanced ways. Speaking to the limits of
identity and to the violence of mainstream categorizations, Queer Coolietudes embraces the importance of not accepting erasure
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